6           REMINISCENCES OF WfNFlELD S. HANCOCK.
LIEUTENANT HANCOCK SHORTLY AFTER HIS GRADUATION AT WEST POINT.nguished in the Southern army), a charming gentleman personally, but over-rigid in military matters. He replied, that as our quarters had been considered habitable by an officer of higher rank, Major Rains, he thought a second lieutenant might occupy them as they were. Thereupon my husband opened upon him a lively correspondence, setting forth his claims to something more than the courtesy which was offered, and concluded by informing the Colonel, that if a major thought proper to consider a house tenant-able without keys, etc., and to live in it, he knew no rule by which he should be compelled to follow this example. Of course, the authority of General Clark, who, although the Department Commander, was regarded by the garrison as an intruder, soon made these matters straight; but from this time on, the conflict between the officer commanding the recruiting depot, and General Clark, commanding the Department, continued, as each asserted his claim to precedence over the other.
